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The data presented within this report represents deaths occurring exclusively within Tippecanoe County. The data 
does not represent ALL deaths of Tippecanoe County residents. The decedent’s place of residence or location of 
injury may be outside of the county. The analysis does not separate the deaths of those who have residency in 
Tippecanoe County and those outside the county. As a result, the final analysis is not an accurate representation of 
the demographics of the citizens of Tippecanoe County. 
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MISSION 

The Tippecanoe County Coroner’s Office (TCCOR) mission is to provide 
competent, quality, and efficient service in determining the cause and manner of 
death in unusual circumstances. The TCCOR serves all those who die in 
Tippecanoe County, their families, and other associated agencies in the 
investigation of unusual and unexplained deaths. The office provides accurate 
completion of the coroner’s verdict and death certificates. The TCCOR is 
committed to providing public education, support, compassion, and 
confidentiality in all matters. 

 
 
 
 
 

AGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 

Carrie Costello, M.S., MDI 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY CORONER 

 
Caroline Garvin Hanau, B.S., MDI 
CHIEF DEPUTY CORONER 

 
Morgan Green, MDI 
OFFICE MANAGER, DEPUTY CORONER 

 

DEPUTY CORONERS 
 

 
 

Main Office 
629 N, 6th Street 
Lafayette, IN 47901 
(765) 420-7607 
Email: countycoroner@tippecanoe.in.gov 

 
Hours: 
Administration: Mon to Thurs 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM; Fri 

8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

Investigations: 24 hours per day, 365 days a year 

Website: http://www.Tippecanoe.in.gov/239/Coroner 

Lisa Barker, MDI 

Michael Baumann, MDI 

Brett Bulington, MDI  

David Hunt, MDI 

Jeff Stefancic, M.S., MDI 
 
Emily Ditto, B.A

mailto:countycoroner@tippecanoe.in.gov
http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/239/Coroner
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS FOR 

MANNER OF DEATH 

HOMICIDES: The TCCOR has investigated 2 homicides in the first six months of 2021. These deaths account for less 
than 1% of the total deaths investigated by the TCCOR. Both homicides were African American males between the 
ages of 35-40 years old. During the same time last year, there were 2 homicides. Both homicide victims were white 
males, one between the ages of 20-29, and the other between 30-39. 

 

SUICIDES: The TCCOR investigated 19 suicides in the first six months of 2021. Suicides have increased by 111% 
over 2020 during the same time frame. The suicide rate was found to be the highest in persons between the ages of 
20-29. Firearms were the most common cause of death, followed by hanging/ligature. 

 
ACCIDENTS: The TCCOR investigated 38 accidental deaths in the first six months of 2021. Accidental deaths have 
decreased by 11% compared to the same time frame of last year. Of the 38 cases investigated, the most prevalent 
causes of death were as follows: 
 

• 22 were the result of accidental drug or alcohol intoxication 

• 4 were the result of blunt force traumatic injuries 

• 11 were the result of complications of a fall 

• 1 was the result of carbon monoxide poisoning 
 
Manner of deaths ruled accidental deaths can include the following circumstances: accidental falls, motor vehicle 
crashes, drug overdoses, and carbon monoxide poisonings. 

 

NATURAL DEATHS: The TCCOR investigated 191 natural deaths from January 2021 through June 2021. The number 
of natural deaths investigated increased by 67% over January through June of year 2020. The leading cause of death 
in cases ruled natural was cardiovascular disease (93) followed by cancer (23). 

 
UNDETERMINED: The TCCOR investigated 3 cases in the first six months of 2021 where the manner of death was 
unable to be determined. An Undetermined manner of death is a result of inconclusive evidence as to the 
circumstances of the death. The TCCOR can amend or update a manner of death if new information is received at any 
time by recertifying the death certificate. 
 

PENDING:  The TCCOR is currently investigating 29 deaths that happened between the months of May through June 
of 2021. These cases are awaiting test results such as forensic toxicology, histology, and the final autopsy report. This 
can take 6-8 weeks to complete.
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OVERVIEW OF CASES REPORTED 

AND INVESTIGATED 

During the first six months of 2021, 471 deaths were reported to and investigated by the Tippecanoe 
County Coroner’s Office. Overall, the number of deaths reported to TCCOR from January through June 
increased by 59%, over the same time frame in 2020. 

 
TCCOR Caseload 

 

Accepted Cases - The TCCOR accepted jurisdiction of 282 cases of the total deaths reported. Of the accepted cases, 
155 were autopsied (55%). 

 
Declined Cases - The TCCOR declined jurisdiction of 189 cases of the total deaths reported. 
 
Making History – The CY 2021 is projected to be the busiest year in the history of the TCCOR. During the first half of 
the year, the TCCOR has accepted an average of 47 cases for further investigation. Last year, during the same time, 
the TCCOR averaged 28 cases accepted for further investigation. 
 

 
2021 Trends 
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The average number of total 
deaths reported to the TCCOR 
during the first half of the year 
was 79. Whereas, the average 

number of total reported deaths 
for the first six months last year 

was 49. 
 

The total number of deaths 
reported to the TCCOR has 

increased by an average of 30 
more deaths reported per 

month, compared to last year. 
 

Bases on all the data, the TCCOR 
is anticipating close to 900 total 

deaths reported for 2021. By 
using the current average 

percentage of accepted cases, we 
anticipate accepting jurisdiction 

over 550 cases for further 
investigation. This is a projected 

increase of 46% over 2020. 
 

One reason for these increases is 
due to educating our community 
partners about state mandated 

reporting death procedures. 



6 | P a g e  
 

29

17

26

22

25
26

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

# of Days Cooler was at Capacity

                  
TCCOR Revenue 

    
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Morgue Cooler Capacity 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The morgue cooler was at or above capacity for 145 days out of the 180 days 
for the first six months of the year. 

 
Since July 2020, the TCCOR has had to utilize a portable morgue for additional 
storage of decedents, decedents who are COVID-19 positive and other 
decedents with communicable infectious diseases. 
 
January, March, and June were the months with the highest number of days 
the morgue cooler was at or over capacity, with March and June being tied at 
26. 

2021 Semi-Annual Report 
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Since the beginning of 2021, 

the TCCOR has acquired 
$25,418 of revenue that has 

been placed into the 
Tippecanoe County General 

Fund. 
 

This is a 439% increase 
compared to the same time 

frame in 2020. 

In the late months of 
2020 and early 

months of 2021, the 
Tippecanoe County 

Commissioners 
purchased 

for the TCCOR, four 
3-tiered shelving 
units that is now 
utilizing previous 

unused vertical 
space in the inside 

cooler. 



7 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Most Prevalent Causes of Death 

January through June 2021 
    Overall Accepted Number of Deaths from January  - June 2021: 282 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cause of Death 

The most prevalent cause of 
death for the first six months 

of 2021 is Cardiovascular 
Deaths at 33%. 

 
 

Cardiovascular Deaths: 93 

Drug Intoxication: 24 
Cancer: 23 

Total Firearm Deaths: 12 
 

Total COVID-19 Related Deaths: 17 
(This count includes ALL manners) 

 

2021 Semi-Annual Report: Accepted Cases 
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DEATHS INVESTIGATIONS BY AGENCY 
January - June 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NON-LAW ENFORCEMENT DEATH INVESTIGATIONS BY TCCOR 
January  - June 2021 
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2021 Semi-Annual Report 

This graph only 
shows the death 
investigations 

that were 
performed by 

our law 
enforcement 
partners in 

conjunction with 
the TCCOR. 

TCCOR investigated 
an additional 150 

deaths that did not 
involve a law 
enforcement 

agency for the first 
six months of 2021. 

 
The most common 

manner of death 
investigated was 

Natural. 
 

The second most 
common manner of 

death was 
accidental. 
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2021 Annual Report: Autopsies 

Month Case 
Investigations 

Autopsies 
(Full, Partial & 

External) 
January 58 25 

February 36 21 
March 43 29 
April 47 23 
May 53 30 
June 45 27 
July   

August   
September   

October   
November   
December   

Total 282 155 

 

With Tippecanoe County’s growing population 
and the current trend of deaths investigated 
continuing to increase, this will result in an 
increase in autopsies performed. 

Projected and Actual Autopsy Trends 
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Breakdown of Accepted Cases and Autopsies by Month 

Utilizing the monthly average of this year’s first six months number of autopsies performed (26/month), we 
are projecting to perform over 300 autopsies by the end of 2021. 
 
This is due to the increased number of cases accepted for further investigation by the TCCOR and the need to 
comply Indiana State Law, along with determining if the death was criminal in nature. 
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2021 Semi-Annual Report: Breakdown of Types of Death 
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Accident by Type of Death

The leading type of death in cases determined to be natural was cardiovascular 
in nature, which accounts for 49% of those deaths. Cancer is the second most 

prevalent type of natural deaths, accounting for 12%. 

Drug related deaths 
determined to be accidental 

are the most common type of 
death, followed by falls.  

 
Blunt force traumatic injuries 

caused by a MVA was the third 
most common type of 

Accidental deaths. 
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2021 Semi-Annual Report: Breakdown of Types of Death 
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Suicides by Type of Death

Suicides have increased by 111% in the first half of the year, compared to the 
same time in 2020. Deaths due to firearms is the leading type of death in these 
cases, accounting for 53% of the total suicides. Hangings are the second most 

common type of death for suicides, accounting for 26% of these deaths. 


